BUCKLAND AND CHIPPING PARISH COUNCIL

Meeting 207
Minutes of the Meeting of Buckland and Chipping Parish Council held on 9th March 2009 at 8.00pm at The Crown, Buntingford.
Present:
Councillors Mrs B.Little, D.Hall, J.Jones, J.Noades and J.Kenyon (Chairman).
Also in attendance:
Mrs. J Jones (Clerk)




1 Member of the Public




County Councillor Mrs J.Pitman

207/1

APOLOGIES

Apologies were tendered by Councillor Mrs Ling.
207/2

TO RECEIVE MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Jones declared a personal interest in Item 9 –Payments, as his Wife is a payee.
207/3
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL (NO 206) HELD ON 19TH JANUARY 2009 AND TO AUTHORISE THE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN THEM.
Following a proposal from Councillor Noades, seconded by Councillor Jones and a unanimous vote it was
RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council (No 206) held on the 19th January 2009 are a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.
207/4

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT.

The Chairman reported that the culvert that was taking water from the fields had been blocked and the brook running behind his property had been in danger of overflowing. The local farmer had acted swiftly to unblock the culvert.
South Anglia Housing has agreed to fill the potholes in Brookside.

207/5

NEWSLETTER AND MATTERS ARISING.
The Chairman stated that the last newsletter had been good with additional pages. The late reporting on the bonfire night event had been queried.
207/6

A10 AND MATTERS ARISING.
The Clerk reported that she had written to Herts Highways regarding the suggested weight and speed restriction on the Barkway Road. Highways are understaffed at the moment and will look at the issue when they are less busy.

Councillor Hall offered to speak with the person who has VA signs available.

It was noted that the repairs to Chipping Bridge are underway.

It was further noted that the Clerk has reported the missing Wyddial directional sign at the junction of the A10 and the one way slip road to Buntingford.

207/7
CONSIDERATION OF USE OF THE CHURCH AS A VILLAGE HALL - UPDATE
It was reported that the builders are doing a good job, the light over the organ and the heaters are in place. Councillor Mrs Little will inspect the works next week and report back to the Church Conservation Trust.
It was agreed to combine the proposed concert with a church open day and to involve Karen Weston and other key holders.

The Clerk reported that a grant of £950 has been secured to purchase furniture for the church from East Herts District Council.

207/8

TO CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS & DECISIONS RECEIVED.
Anstey Quarry.

Application for variation to Condition 1.

There were no objections to the proposals.

Councillor Mrs Pitman reported that she has received over 120 letters of objection to the proposal to vary Condition 8 at Anstey Quarry. The letters request that the lorries from the quarry use the Barkway Road. The County Council recommend that the lorries use the B1368 because the Barkway Road is very narrow and not suitable for heavy traffic.
207/9

TO APPROVE PAYMENTS MADE.
	9.3.2009
	Ck 100347
	£225.00
	Salary  Jones
	LGA1972 s

	9.3.2009
	Ck 100348
	£230.04
	Expenses Jones

(Ink Cart £221.04)

Postage (£7.03)

Stationery (£1.97)
	LGA1972 S111


Following a proposal from Councillor Noades, seconded by Councillor Hall with a vote of 3 in favour and 1 abstention it was



RESOLVED



That the payment listed above are passed.

207/10
BUS SHELTERS CHIPPING AND BUCKLAND.

Councillor Jones reported that County Transport will arrange to move the bus stop at the northbound Buckland shelter, but there is some concern regarding the road markings.

A local resident was supposed to arrange for the base to be installed but has yet to do so. In light of this a contractor is to provide a quotation to undertake the work.

Following a proposal from Councillor Jones, seconded by Councillor Hall with a unanimous vote it was
RESOLVED

That up to £500 be agreed for the installation of the base at the northbound Buckland shelter.

It was reported that County Transport and Highways are to meet tomorrow with residents of Royal Oak Close with regard to the southbound shelter at Chipping.

207/11
SEWERS - UPDATE.

The Chairman reported that the sewers had blocked again recently.   
207/12

ADOPTION OF VILLAGE TELEPHONE KIOSKS – UPDATE.
Councillor Hall stated that he has not heard anything further from BT, he understood they have been inundated with requests for kiosk adoption.
The Chairman stated that two residents had suggested placing the memorial plaque for Mrs Zabel in the bus shelter. It was agreed to remain with the original suggestion of the telephone kiosk.

After debate it was unanimously agreed that the memorial plaque should read

In Memory of Mrs Jean Zabel, a Chipping Resident – Died December 2008.

207/13
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH TO DISCUSS REINSTATEMENT OF SCHEME.
The Clerk reported that she had yet to reach Jill Dockley.
207/14

CREATION OF PARISH WEB SITE.
Councillor Jones stated that he had yet to pursue this matter as he has been away on business.
207/15

TO DISCUSS A SUMMER 2009 CONCERT IN THE PARISH CHURCH.
It was agreed that a working party consisting of Councillors Kenyon and Hall and Mrs Weston will organise the event.
207/16

TO REVIEW THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE INTERNAL AUDITOR.
Following a proposal from Councillor Noades, seconded by Councillor Hall with a unanimous vote it was
RESOLVED

That the Parish Council have reviewed the Internal Audit process and is satisfied that:

· The Internal Audit sufficiently covers all aspects of the financial controls of the Parish Council.

· The Internal Auditor is independent and competent and undertakes the audit with integrity and objectivity.

· The responsibilities of the Members of the Council are understood and training undertaken if necessary

· A plan is in place for when the Internal Audit takes place and takes account of the risks.

207/17

TO RECEIVE MATTERS FOR REPORT AND OR REFERRAL TO NEXT AGENDA.
Councillor Jones reported that there had been a lot of litter around the Buckland notice board, this could be because the wind had blown the bag out of the bin.

Councillor Jones referred to the abandoned vehicle at Buckland, this has been reported.

207/18

TO NOTE CORRESPONDENCE REVEIVED.
EHDC

Thanked the Parish Council for their nomination for a Civic Award, unfortunately this had not been successful.
Herts Police Authority.

Seeking nominations for Safer Neighbourhood Awards, deadline 20th March. Councillor Hall is to provide the Clerk with details of a Buckland resident who spent many years acting as a Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator.
Herts Police Authority.

Invite to launch of Herts Policing Plan on 27th March – deadline 13th March.

EHDC

Invite to Rural Parish Conference 27th May deadline not yet published.

207/19

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Councillor Mrs Pitman stated she enjoyed the newsletter enormously. She asked for opinions on the effectiveness of road gritting during the recent bad weather. It was noted that there was one occasion when the A10 was not gritted.
Councillor Mrs Pitman reported that Highways had been stretched and the process had gone over budget. Each time the gritter lorries go out it costs £30,000.

207/20

DATE OF NEXT MEETING.



Monday 11th May 2009 7pm St Andrew’s Church, Buckland.


Annual Parish Meeting, Annual Council Meeting and ordinary Council Meeting.

Issues for the Annual Parish meeting: use of the Church as a village hall and village events.



DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER : Monday 27th April 2009.
Meeting  closed   9.20pm
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Approved as a true record
                                                               Date


